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Linda Evangelista: ‘My goal now is to get old. I want to get
old, really old’

The top model has survived two cancers, an ex-husband who she accuses of abuse
and a failed surgery. Now she returns to release a glossy volume of her work with
photographer Steven Meisel

PAUL TIERNEY

Milan - OCT 16, 2023 - 20:39 CEST

© f X in &

https://english.elpais.com/people/2023-10-16/linda-evangelista-my-goal-now-is-to-get-old-i-want-to-get-old-really-old.html 1/20


https://english.elpais.com/people/
https://english.elpais.com/news/linda-evangelista/
https://english.elpais.com/archive/2023-10-16/
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Linda%20Evangelista%3A%20%E2%80%98My%20goal%20now%20is%20to%20get%20old.%20I%20want%20to%20get%20old%2C%20really%20old%E2%80%99%20%0D%0A%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fenglish.elpais.com%2Fpeople%2F2023-10-16%2Flinda-evangelista-my-goal-now-is-to-get-old-i-want-to-get-old-really-old.html%3Fssm=whatsapp_CC
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?display=popup&app_id=94039431626&href=https%3A%2F%2Fenglish.elpais.com%2Fpeople%2F2023-10-16%2Flinda-evangelista-my-goal-now-is-to-get-old-i-want-to-get-old-really-old.html%3Fssm=FB_CC&quote=Linda%20Evangelista%3A%20%E2%80%98My%20goal%20now%20is%20to%20get%20old.%20I%20want%20to%20get%20old%2C%20really%20old%E2%80%99%20
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenglish.elpais.com%2Fpeople%2F2023-10-16%2Flinda-evangelista-my-goal-now-is-to-get-old-i-want-to-get-old-really-old.html%3Fssm=TW_CC&text=Linda%20Evangelista%3A%20%E2%80%98My%20goal%20now%20is%20to%20get%20old.%20I%20want%20to%20get%20old%2C%20really%20old%E2%80%99%20&via=elpaisinenglish&lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenglish.elpais.com%2Fpeople%2F2023-10-16%2Flinda-evangelista-my-goal-now-is-to-get-old-i-want-to-get-old-really-old.html%3Fssm=LK_CC
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=bd2DgsGUH8lFrwrJwhzo836r964_08sW2lcKfY0-l2M4CaCJnhS4KTHkm-NtTNxxEonYCybH7f3Cboqe1UGz2YyCGOzXavECLlvw_8dFtGI5T3ewPII9lilEme_zuHjo-DHsvPEANZe0kviSXMIdnhLye5B2M2YFdRxlSSiuMa8N2QAHSXGjaBT94s4hFUUPw5IAzuJ2CbvjL7lXd7bhksOwG9MA538N9Fm8CRAGzhic34HJuxsKZeOcbHgRfPYDKmZK6H-tcQc-1XiJi9seGfrEJgQ9hZdWGI69WrDssOeislvn_Q4E97TQHfcDcjnPj3hE9OGfNvLQMP873lGt-jFJwfzswABFpx3VFUgFGXpFXbNRAancbqn2X9969A9Q1xqAicpipDFGRsdNBD8QELtAsij2SMRCg6bsYOPxtwu0fNpk3px2nrLPhrIEMwiUMOI-sxsYu3wisOrbnF0tFuiEulqb5EtS622KmPLcSN9N0PT9iBnFXJrx2P2NLYXx5IMuLA&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Freserva-hoteles-baratos%2F%3Fmktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3DlpUFL30GAABZTlvT8ruTlg
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=vDqQIMGUH8lFrwrJwhzo836r964_08sW2lcKfY0-l2M4CaCJnhS4KTHkm-NtTNxxEonYCybH7f3Cboqe1UGz2YyCGOzXavECLlvw_8dFtGI5T3ewPII9lilEme_zuHjo-DHsvPEANZe0kviSXMIdnhLye5ARimcZ83gk1mBpay167l2UbThKOCi0PGw1LL6Er5fIiMATR2W9UIkye1nSHWsE-32T6gZdQMzrxW69sHWntRRGwAdoygzovHYk0pNZdufaJvRvYKTxppwoSyvgwSaGLTHWSOZCaIe996LJDQ0rvc8FN1ShXLtmDRXdvVyftchUhmUXM_YzanIglzNkeNwUZ7W_wl2K3GTPM6X3iWclIWzC8pwGwXemP5i6I1HQxr11S0Ty6bc8fS2p39UfDemWqipHOsjzUX-E-rcyb60Ilqi9SoMWdp1C0F34YAyphmlMYeLSd31PhbSpaNgPnloIIBQ3jbHBq8QPAbVqvGXCYKvuAQVpxGy0bvwHSyJuR_-y2enbIQ7Z6DUEoXzktWp9Ai4&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Fbarcelona-espana%2Fhotel-moderno-barcelona%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9646%26selectedHotel%3D53611%26hotelName%3Dhotel-moderno-barcelona%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3D4fXFO30GAAD37-OvdRMdww
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=vDqQIMGUH8lFrwrJwhzo836r964_08sW2lcKfY0-l2M4CaCJnhS4KTHkm-NtTNxxEonYCybH7f3Cboqe1UGz2YyCGOzXavECLlvw_8dFtGI5T3ewPII9lilEme_zuHjo-DHsvPEANZe0kviSXMIdnhLye5ARimcZ83gk1mBpay167l2UbThKOCi0PGw1LL6Er5fIiMATR2W9UIkye1nSHWsE-32T6gZdQMzrxW69sHWntRRGwAdoygzovHYk0pNZdufaJvRvYKTxppwoSyvgwSaGLTHWSOZCaIe996LJDQ0rvc8FN1ShXLtmDRXdvVyftchUhmUXM_YzanIglzNkeNwUZ7W_wl2K3GTPM6X3iWclIWzC8pwGwXemP5i6I1HQxr11S0Ty6bc8fS2p39UfDemWqipHOsjzUX-E-rcyb60Ilqi9SoMWdp1C0F34YAyphmlMYeLSd31PhbSpaNgPnloIIBQ3jbHBq8QPAbVqvGXCYKvuAQVpxGy0bvwHSyJuR_-y2enbIQ7Z6DUEoXzktWp9Ai4&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Fbarcelona-espana%2Fhotel-moderno-barcelona%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9646%26selectedHotel%3D53611%26hotelName%3Dhotel-moderno-barcelona%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3D4fXFO30GAAD37-OvdRMdww
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=huXq1sGUH8lFrwrJwhzo836r964_08sW2lcKfY0-l2M4CaCJnhS4KTHkm-NtTNxxEonYCybH7f3Cboqe1UGz2YyCGOzXavECLlvw_8dFtGI5T3ewPII9lilEme_zuHjo-DHsvPEANZe0kviSXMIdnhLye5B1yzPT5ZaLDAIcNyyS6fxzBYJIY7J1helg01ptBSVyiICV__N_ZI1oVAvVM1jNlao9OLW0JeGp46pkpJQOZiiR3Bc3zdok479ZLo1zck9BS3Ph-vO6prX7g2ClyEdQPqMTOoIZKG-BMtZnMLuA6JBst0MdQ4tMASIetZxLCay5ne2g3Xaod5k7o-xRYTNZU-mizC70hmSEb0aRE3ZtUB_u6uKsc2avCnp5RDfUPltUpm1qaLGxPQuUDO3Q9jFz-OfczvMdB9qXmfRqndyGTDNOqRxyHkdfZBM7Qb9jkjg0CQsQHmKSzrzI35xZCwCWfYJ_5M7F2ZvtTNS7z_GugVNAYfKj6FcrUJ_gtakBlCGzsj9eddLZ-t8MG8kKxVasMSc&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Fmadrid-espana%2Fnuevo-boston%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9748%26selectedHotel%3D22276%26hotelName%3Dnuevo-boston%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3D5uzmGH0GAAD7FFhRnPiFIg
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=e13e4sGUH8lFrwrJwhzo836r964_08sW2lcKfY0-l2M4CaCJnhS4KTHkm-NtTNxxEonYCybH7f3Cboqe1UGz2YyCGOzXavECLlvw_8dFtGI5T3ewPII9lilEme_zuHjo-DHsvPEANZe0kviSXMIdnhLye5ACBr1Ha6jhDgXHaAXwhmajiGlL0GGSeL5hVVx9lPIBwAELsIr9GJVMMVQDqWlpNih5w7YuPwQcvBc0JY9vs1CSGl-mLcxp2KFZVnHH_lCNmDvOHX3sqhDwcZ6nKcrr97RZ6d4t90ZrP4as-uHZP4xRK4qCLVeCbACnUywpPaEsKbWGX9oUR-xnXW_ivs7jfVtDB8DXw5co-L2pTe77R_tRaonBVrsAKLaVIuox4ac-EKM1f8n_1V3xCo5h4iwNLROp0ox9o_-0tmDq1k716EkANjpBHtfbnNRDyRX2nYgvt984HVe9SKqxapsZ0Z1_FOAFCqHzh3rZtRqd7DUIFeq7LaV1KlO_TF2Y_pkft_4Rf7FCMM9w66qMjTQP1M5OXiHDMDH5wnagAqTVdgh6NvxL&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Fbarcelona-espana%2Fhotel-barbara%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9646%26selectedHotel%3D53135%26hotelName%3Dhotel-barbara%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3DGjYFNH0GAADoeGTEjqzDVg
https://english.elpais.com/
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=DDPXSrRIS0j8EA2OaFK8dhEQ-jUhyv-KKdpcWv35_V1VBokUXjBfd8jPpD8nkt_VHzsZTduyam4EoFrDT519Q8DdwAszA5biyVLJQBrGav6Hk4L7qOHw5v52I9yaQNij38WULP5ISSckt5ls19Zjt-ytx_146An7dRqB2Kw-OO-5WUIkKb1D9mcHqflN8dufMF6H8N8Q8sYMilNryTPJ-y7Esi-Ee0e7hF616r0vIwhu4uU-4Eh0ycNniFG1WHg2E9mA27StaFvdqj4ZnM0fgHB_giAG8FnT8MsVVb9aefr13T7CjK9peM3ezGNtybnf44BxGDrA4yHESb8YDaOkdlJV845EKrspgjpRFPaKUrLHbEgkjxtsmDrx_GqGPpq_1Bq2GVnufBqu-WC4YyffZPgvgN7Z67ykDmZHu--_Oq6UDCUAbS5srkF5YFCcrPKcpoy02bnStBbg_ZktDPELB6FqA5Nn_EeEsItVKX5LlSvPHZZQGNI_DxuB7FDs2TKKI0ouuXlXp2mlvrctM3V_z0ZpVgc&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Freserva-hoteles-baratos%2F%3Fmktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3DPMie2n0GAAC2QIupzUE4Mw
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=x_9EOLRIS0j8EA2OaFK8dhEQ-jUhyv-KKdpcWv35_V1VBokUXjBfd8jPpD8nkt_VHzsZTduyam4EoFrDT519Q8DdwAszA5biyVLJQBrGav6Hk4L7qOHw5v52I9yaQNij38WULP5ISSckt5ls19Zjt-ytx_1Ck5c4MgShMsZ5A-GIsYCVGC_CaQUf4EswVQum_eubca8IKXvVKz0VVgTxlakMtonpD-9z6xWbivduB_Cf748simYQASCHAJRb-UP291KpPf07SMSuOMvbub9YqiGcQT1awEHpdORJBfWqtZUFI-NOHgcxPOvQsCb2hxkqzXI_tpx5luF3CXbqL44POoFCCy7X3abMTMlWzzpwQZaAeygY80EZtYFrOzTrGSCFbmApFPjX_oeq_nBaRGZYM_yZAPyFXjhIVE3QavB8qNAcZiJlbDXN9dJIkQBkwpQjCt3YRYGAWsoLldbdvZ6KWLcMSBOrhSa4gJp2VzpzKzKt3jIdLxWte6eykR7aILCzXLf6Rhn-jWPQWhCJ1K4YU65BXYQ&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Freserva-hoteles-baratos%2F%3Fmktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3DG83VHn0GAAD1-fAMV1JZAA
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=UbA0t7RIS0j8EA2OaFK8dhEQ-jUhyv-KKdpcWv35_V1VBokUXjBfd8jPpD8nkt_VHzsZTduyam4EoFrDT519Q8DdwAszA5biyVLJQBrGav6Hk4L7qOHw5v52I9yaQNij38WULP5ISSckt5ls19Zjt-ytx_1uJTiBVDKqAGJt5hANP0j9brWhuPawviOQErrZdSzuMIDS4fPYpbn4q_2Gci2XO_8N9P4s5yhrLyETnQNpkgKuDQuwkeYg2gIWibjdW2HzezYbxkFosMxfpQRCEhBMnubv1Ayksf9_DpPn1MITv2MHCwLH61iEBpZKgkFEjNZgbG-5aB5czEsVD_gW8VUXz2nQYex_2cQqTXewlqREOC_fL0yZR3QbpUPxYbBlPLZv2MVlgCxcCiDDiodoD0FJ0Ey41yFBf8SJPGYFOEzPUwQkvMukXC4qMH8DM77e-qY3sdWGFpn9VJhomioyOjmeAgeCED_rOcpkTLnl8G5E1J02FJo1WM-pZLXaj1r-aMiylypgitJVdGHqdjo82ghExjBrS7Z5bneMTgGjSsOtnh_p&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Fbarcelona-espana%2Fhotel-barbara%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9646%26selectedHotel%3D53135%26hotelName%3Dhotel-barbara%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3D74swNH0GAABNQEm9p73v2g
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=fM2gOrRIS0j8EA2OaFK8dhEQ-jUhyv-KKdpcWv35_V1VBokUXjBfd8jPpD8nkt_VHzsZTduyam4EoFrDT519Q8DdwAszA5biyVLJQBrGav6Hk4L7qOHw5v52I9yaQNij38WULP5ISSckt5ls19Zjt-ytx_1hiDFLK9kSeZp0Z31EFiYwlSYHqUhflWUigkM3FcWP5RCOdHP-w3sMA7i_91kxC0TQfV_JErKiHIuDyJB7_g23-xPM913ePdFD_u_H8xTdXQih7F6LzBq_3OUyG-a91MHjHsMtbZKMF7bBPS394de32J3-j682XV1TjlmPnuV4Vh7omuFSQhKfAZUui1BTE1p3tOUGps2fSoW-fq_goDxLltgw2YjAcCM5KRrArRFXriq76fCATQ3iEsTyJPpJeO_N27jDy8iixpFS072pUn5OVqwhikJW0qWXfDOaWeji2J6pECHOchjA_RcnOTmYaVUL1dpBISWd0sniY1N7Hb77NvucW4vLrApnEo5MrumVP2GEbh0mxUhidDHzn89YbyYMknIIlqU4akmSFInKKG9n&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Fbarcelona-espana%2Fbcnsporthostels%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9646%26selectedHotel%3D9324287%26hotelName%3Dbcnsporthostels%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3DRnBrWH0GAABVcBkzhx2NKQ
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=joSTzbRIS0j8EA2OaFK8dhEQ-jUhyv-KKdpcWv35_V1VBokUXjBfd8jPpD8nkt_VHzsZTduyam4EoFrDT519Q8DdwAszA5biyVLJQBrGav6Hk4L7qOHw5v52I9yaQNij38WULP5ISSckt5ls19Zjt-ytx_2INEwVJkvYzVgAUzLpl80qlH9WfdOWAfmhpwHtBiajW6swFw14acrN09cqTFplqdG5nHrrsQpFccVzifwuGL8_JiDxwjCHZ5AnDpRo7h-H4hQZZJX8VoLUTOhtdeSlqt4jFpbYUU6QLYboM6UqSyj_sJ4b4TYqXqhJeMTbo_OPpIJ9TPSDjV7tSH-cZH_hM_-Tv38cInk-tbcDOH2uuobp0SkMe8cTDXSluGqfO8mIkUpx5bGq6Pny4IdI4D-iW1igYMUMnF-kQIdikvVgGeMX-Q8Rhm0giLByxXUkLWCwjehZdlL6vncH-Mq2NR09h8LV20RPDukH0i8YJ4K-1Su39nScFFMRrma8CEQzyaIP-zWQmhh78T3LBAXvDFDRJYNJpzgjQuP2csf6LY50zcgx&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreams.es%2Fhoteles%2Froma-italia%2Fseven-hills-village%2F%3FgeoNodeId%3D9795%26selectedHotel%3D9110436%26hotelName%3Dseven-hills-village%26mktportal%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3DC-E-ES-HT-Dyn_Xsell_FL-Bookers_Retargeting-RMK-DM-L%26utm_term%3Dhotel%26cto_pld%3DFoNgdX0GAADWOAev_NJFkA

17/10/23, 17:58 Linda Evangelista: ‘My goal now is to get old. I want to get old, really old’ | People | EL PAIS English

EL PAIS

Linda Evangelista poses for the June 1987 issue of ‘Vogue, styled by Carlyne Cerf de Dudzeele, hair by Oribe and makeup by Francois Nars. The
image comes from the book ‘Linda Evangelista Photographed by Steven Meisel’ (Phaidon).
STEVEN MEISEL

“Divine” is Steven Meisel’s favorite word. The legendary fashion photographer uses it often
and without irony, especially when a model executes a perfect gesture. For Meisel, an expert
in capturing those moments, it is the highest compliment. And supermodel Linda
Evangelista has received it more than anyone else. The union of these two artists is a thing of
legend, at least within the confines of fashion and photography. For almost four decades,
they have created unorthodox portraits and influential fashion editorials.
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and the memory of that day returns to me in an instant. 1 turn the page and 1 teel like
another person is looking at me. Who's that? The variety of what we’'ve done and the range of
our work, even though it doesn't follow any order, makes me proud.”
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a Marilyn-style diva, a renaissance page or a modern Katharine Hepburn. "Both of us love
what we do and we’re really dedicated,” the model explains. “But something made us get
along from day one. It was love at first sight. We communicate without talking. With the way
that Steven tilts his head or looks into my eyes, I know exactly what to do. I'm not afraid at all
to try something new and experiment. And I trust that with him it will never turn out
wrong,”

Evangelista has returned to the front lines after a few years far from the spotlights. She
shows off recent fashion campaigns, an Apple TV documentary series, Vogue covers and,
now, the book. Today the model, one of the original supermodels that marked the nineties, is
once again seeing her moment. She is having a rebirth, and her fans encourage her to keep
going. “I could cry,” she says, while she attempts to hold back tears. “The love I've
experienced is overwhelming and it makes me so happy. It’s healing me.”
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Linda Evangelista photographed for the February 1994 issue of ‘Vogue.” Styling by Carlyne Cerf de Dudzeele, hair by Ward Stegerhoek and makeup
by Denise Markey.
STEVEN MEISEL

From what? To start, from the trauma of a failed cosmetic surgery that, in her words,
“permanently and brutally disfigured” her. The technique, called CoolSculpting, is intended
to eliminate localized fat, but for Evangelista, it caused the opposite: paradoxical adipose
hyperplasia, or an increase in her body’s fat cells. She hid from the world until she couldn't
any longer. “I was very sad, but I was tired of isolating myself. I didn’t have anyone to go to
who had gone through the same thing, and I couldn’t even find anything on the internet
about it. Now more cases have been reported and I see that many people have gone through
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able to make images, | see it also as a way to escape my real life. 1 assumed that things don't
always come out as theyre planned.” The key to the new Evangelista is that she’s not trying to
repeat her past: the eternal chameleon has embraced her own story with the aplomb with
which she used to wear thousands of masks. And she has been more successful than she
expected. She spent the week before our interview descending from limousines to sign
books, accompanied by her son —her spitting image— and with the radiant appearance of
an Italian neorealist diva in all her mature splendor.

The morning that we spoke, she had flown to Italy to attend a Fendi test with designer Kim
Jones. (Days later, she was the star of the runway show, dressed in an imposing sky-blue
jacket.) The model says she’s excited. She appears slightly stunned by all the attention. But
despite her nerves, there has a luminous elegance and an innate self-confidence in the star
who in 1978 won her first contest —Miss Niagara— at only 12 years old.
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Linda Evangelista and Steven Meisel in 1992.
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pop stars. At the height ot her tame and beauty, George Michael called her to star in two
music videos. In 1992’s “Too Funky,” the Canadian played an exaggeratedly kitschy version of
herself.

When she wanted to escape, Evangelista retreated to Casa Linda, her elegant refuge at the
top of an Ibizan hill, which she bought with her modeling earnings but which no longer
belongs to her. “Yes, I lost that house. The man I was married to forced me to leave it,” she
states drily. She refers to Gérald Marie, the fashion titan accused of rape who was the head of
Elite Models, Evangelista’s agency. She accuses him of abuse and says that if Marie didn’t
touch his face, it is because it was “his source of income.” The ex-agent has denied the
accusations from Evangelista and other women who have denounced him. (The French
justice system closed the investigation in February because the crimes’ statute of limitations
had expired.) But Evangelista doesn't forgive him. “Don’t bring that up,” she says, visibly
upset. “You can put this in writing: he has that house now, but it is mine. I paid for it.”
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The model poses in the ‘Vogue Paris’ 1989 summer issue, styled by Nicoletta Santoro, with hair by Oribe and makeup by Francois Nars.
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Clinton or Bart Simpson, the miracle occurred on the catwalk or betore the camera. 1
witnessed it in winter 1994 in New York as she shot an editorial for Harper’s Bazaar with
David Sims. Manhattan was covered with snow, and she entered the studio dressed for an
Arctic fantasy, wrapped in a bulky Isaac Mizrahi fur. Half an hour later, she left the dressing
room in a toupee, sheathed in a Yves Saint Laurent tuxedo, transformed into another person.
“She was brilliant,” Sims says. “She had an extraordinary capacity to channel characters. She
is a perfectionist, a fashion expert that knows the references, knows what it’s all about and
puts in more effort than anyone else to capture a moment. Whatever the photographer or
stylist wants, she gets it. Always.”

Luis Venegas, director of the publications Candy and Fanzinel37, insists that the model’s
signature has always been her talent to reinvent herself over and over. “Madonna talks about
herself as the queen of reinvention, but I think Linda was first. Her images were always alive.
She seemed to say: who are we going to be today? Am I Lucille Ball or a grunge girl?” With
those credentials, has she ever thought about acting? “No, that was never my dream. There
are models who go down that path and do incredible things, like Charlize Theron, but it
never seemed like the right thing for me. It wasn’t where I wanted to go. It’s not that I was
opposed to it, but it just didn't happen. My head wasn't there.”

In a world where youth seems to be everything, Linda Evangelista isn't afraid of getting old.
In fact, it’s the interview question she most easily responds to: “My sector has done a pretty
good job with becoming more inclusive,” she declares. “With respect to body types, age and
skin color. Now it’s much more tolerant than before.” And how does she see herself in the
near future? “My goal now is to get old,” she announced. “That’s what [ want to do. “I want to
get old. Very, very old.”
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